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warm colors of vigorous Grecian life, — modern prejudice 
even refusing to admit the clearest evidence of polychromatic 
decoration, — we would say a few words in defence of the 
Greek usage in this particular. To the objection urged, that 
it was wrong to cover up the costly marble, we reply, that the 
object of the Greeks was not to show the excellence of their 
material. Having made sure that the stone was suitable and 
precious, their next thought was to render it beautiful. To 
those who contend that an harmoniously colored exterior is 
not beautiful, we would suggest that they are condemning 
that of which they have probably no experimental knowledge. 
We would not, however, quarrel with the disposition to 
question even Greek artistic usages. • Let us, in our architec- 
tural barbarism, have at least the grace of honesty, and not 
pretend to admire what we do not really feel. No defer- 
ence to authority will help us. Only through humble, un- 
prejudiced, and patient study can our architecture gain light 
and life. Our motto should be, " Prove all things; hold fast 
that which is good." 



Art. IV. — Discourse on the Life and Virtues of the Rev. De- 
metrius Augustine Gallitzin, late Pastor of St. Michael's 
Church, Loretto. Delivered on the Occasion of the Re- 
moval of his Remains to the new and splendid Monument 
erected to his Memory by a Grateful Flock. By the Very 
Rev. Thomas Heyden. Published at the earnest request 
of the Monumental Committee. Printed for the Monu- 
mental Committee at Loretto, Pa. 1848. 

The Church of Rome, in claiming the title of Catholic, has 
not neglected to assert a right to it, by sending propagandists 
of her faith to every quarter of the habitable earth. "When- 
ever the discoverer or conqueror opens up new and unex- 
plored regions, there appear almost simultaneously with him 
her zealous missionaries. Neither the scorching sun of India, 
the everlasting ice of the pole, the jealousy of Oriental gov- 
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ernments, nor the savage human soil of America and Africa, 
has deterred them from planting the banner of the cross. The 
names of Xavier, Loyola, Vincent de Paul, and Ralle are 
familiar to our ear as household words, while that standing 
at the head of this article will be recognized by few readers, 
save as one distinguished in European politics and wars. 
Yet the heir of the noble house of Gallitzin, like another 
St. Aloysius, forsook courts, wealth, and honor, at the call of 
the despised Nazarene, and for forty-one years labored and 
suffered on the bleak summits of the Alleghany Mountains, 
dropping the titles of a Russian prince, to become an hum- 
ble pioneer and pastor to a few sheep in this Western wilder- 
ness. 

The Russian house of Gallitzin is of Asiatic origin, and 
maintained a high rank among the barbarous hordes which 
the founder of the present imperial dynasty succeeded in 
amalgamating into a great nation. A powerful family, prid- 
ing themselves upon their ancient rank, they have held impor- 
tant places under the different sovereigns who have succes- 
sively wielded the sceptre of the North. Their vast estates 
are situated principally in the department of Moscow, and 
cover about the same "number of square miles that the State 
of Pennsylvania contains. In the year 1768, the head of this 
house, Prince Demetrius de Gallitzin, was sent by the Empress 
Catharine as Ambassador to the Court of Holland. On his way 
thither he stopped at Berlin, to visit the royal family of Prus- 
sia. There was at that court, in attendance upon the wife of 
Prince Ferdinand,* a very beautiful young lady, the daughter 
of Count de Schmettau. Those familiar with the history of 
Frederick's reign will recognize in De Schmettau the brave 
field-marshal who, with a Prussian garrison of 12,000 men, 
held the city of Dresden, in 1758, against the king of Sax- 
ony and the Empire, and who, on the approach of Marshal 
Daun and the army of Maria Theresa, burnt the suburbs of 
that city, — an act deemed at the time one of merciless se- 
verity, but which saved the town and the Prussian garrison.f 

* Brother of Frederick the Great. 

t Two of his sons were distinguished officers in the Prussian service. One of 
them, General de Schmettau, fell in the battle of Jena. 
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The Russian ambassador sought and won the hand of the 
fair maid of honor, and the Countess Atnalia de Schmettau 
became the Princess Gallitzin, and proceeded with her hus- 
band to the Hague, where, on the 22d of December, 1770, 
Demetrius Augustine Gallitzin, the subject of this article, 
was born. 

Connected as were the parents of the unconscious infant 
with two of the most powerful courts of the age, and residing 
as the accredited minister of one of them at a third, there 
were doubtless great rejoicings over the birth of an heir to the 
ancient name and immense estates of De Gallitzin. As he 
lay in his cradle of state, decorated with the insignia of hered- 
itary military rank, how would the ambitious and infidel 
father have received the tidings, had some prophetic hand 
drawn aside the veil, and shown him, in the future, his son, 
casting aside these vain earthly trappings, and " having on 
the breast-plate of righteousness, his feet shod with the prep- 
aration of the gospel of peace, — taking the shield of faith, 
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit," to fight 
against the pomps and vanities of the world, as a simple sol- 
dier of the cross ? 

The atheistical opinions held by the parents of this child 
render his life the more remarkable. His father, though nom- 
inally of the Greek Church, had been during fourteen years 
the Russian Ambassador at Paris. At that period the new 
school of philosophers were making converts to their views 
among the high and mighty of the French court and capital. 
It was not strange that an intimacy with Voltaire and Dide- 
rot should persuade a young and enthusiastic foreigner of 
the beauty of their systems. Voltaire, who flattered the Em- 
press Catharine, by regretting that he was not born a Rus- 
sian, did not hesitate to make her envoy the theme of his 
praises, for the scientific zeal he manifested in collecting curi- 
osities and antiques, with which he intended to enrich the 
museum of Zarskoi Zelo. His refined taste and liberal prin- 
ciples made him the firm friend and constant correspondent 
of the leading infidel philosophers during their several lives. 
The Princess Gallitzin, although educated a Romanist, and 
in her early childhood strictly observant of religious duties, 
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was placed under the influence of an infidel teacher, who at- 
tempted to eradicate all traces of these youthful convictions : 
her beauty of person, and the admiration she everywhere ex- 
cited, had a baleful effect upon her heart ; and she herself was 
accustomed tcrrelate, that, when only nine years old, in pass- 
ing from the confessional through the church, she heard some 
one exclaim, "My God, what an angel!" and that thence- 
forward vanity became her ruling passion. Shortly after her 
marriage, she accompanied her husband to Paris, where she 
was introduced to his literary friends. Diderot endeavored to 
win her over to his own atheistical opinions ; but, though she 
was more than indifferent to the subject of religion, her natu- 
rally strong mind discovered the fallacy of his reasonings, and 
she would often puzzle the philosopher with the simple inter- 
rogative, " Why ? " Though she did not adopt entirely the 
system of the French school, yet constant association with its 
choice spirits, and the reading of their works, destroyed all 
traces of her former faith. 

With such parents, one an avowed atheist, and the other 
scarcely better, the son was carefully educated in ignorance 
of religion. He was surrounded by teachers belonging to the 
prevailing school of philosophy. His father prohibited any 
priest or minister from having access to his son, and mani- 
fested the strongest determination and solicitude to have this 
order strictly obeyed. Of course all books of religious ten- 
dency were also excluded. The Princess managed her two 
children upon the principles of Rousseau, a d thus, while 
advancing in all worldly learning and accomplishments, they 
were deprived of the sweet influences of heavenly wisdom. 

In 1783, the Princess and her children established them- 
selves at Munster, in Westphalia, on account of the great 
learning of the teachers in that city, and they at length made 
it their home, while the diplomatic duties of Prince Gallitzin, 
and his passion for travelling, caused him to be only an oc- 
casional resident there. Soon after their retirement thither, 
the Princess being attacked by an alarming illness, which 
threatened to prove fatal, the good and learned Fiirstenberg 
sent his own confessor to converse with her on the subject of 
religion. This priest, Bernard Overberg, frequently visited 
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her to carry the consolations of his faith as to a dying 
woman ; but she persisted in saying that she did not fear 
death, and the priest could only prevail on her to promise, that, 
in case she recovered, she would devote herself earnestly and 
sincerely to the study of Christianity. She eventually re- 
gained her health, and was faithful to her promise. During 
three years she gave herself to study, and sought instruc- 
tion from Fiirstenberg and Overberg, both distinguished in 
Germany for their labors in the cause of education. In 1786, 
the light of truth broke in upon her mind, and she accepted 
the faith as held by the Romish Church. On the feast of 
St. Augustine, for whom she conceived a special devotion, 
she made her first communion. She spent the remainder of 
her life in Munster, "in prayer, in resistance to her own will, 
and in regrets for her past life." While she was thus devoted 
to the religion she had adopted, her literary tastes drew 
around her some of the most distinguished men of the age. 
Hemsterhuis, Hamann, Jacobi, and Goethe were among her 
intimate friends. This princess was the Diotima to whom 
Hemsterhuis, under the name of Dioklas, addressed his work 
on Atheism, and it was through a correspondence with her 
that Count Stolberg, author of a History of Christianity, was 
converted to the Romish faith. The conversion of the mother 
produced a profound impression upon the son ; he who had 
been educated in the gloom of unbelief began to have glimp- 
ses of light. He accidentally picked up in a bookstore a 
copy of the Bible, which he purchased, and great was his sat- 
isfaction in the secret perusal of a volume so rich and won- 
derful. In 1787, at the age of seventeen, he became a con- 
vert in full, and took the name of Augustine at the time of his 
confirmation.* Prince Gallitzin was annoyed by the change 

* The conversion of the Princess Amalia and that of her son had an influence 
upon other members of the Gallitzin family. Alexander Gallitzin, a cousin of the 
young prince, in 1814, at the age of fifteen, and while under the care of a Jesuit 
teacher, became a Romanist, which so enraged his uncle, then Minister of Worship 
to the Emperor, that the Society of Jesus was immediately banished from Russia. 
Another aunt of young Alexander became a convert, and her daughter, Elizabeth 
Gallitzin, having abjured the Greek religion, was one of the founders of the Order 
of the Sacred Heart at Paris. In 1840, this lady came to the United States, where 
she founded four houses of her order, and died at New Orleans, of yellow-fever, 
three years afterward. 

30* 
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he witnessed in the sentiments of his wife and child ; but his 
ambitious views for his son were not yet altered. He had 
given him an education befitting his rank and expectations, 
and one that particularly qualified him for a military life.* 
At the age of twenty-two, he appears to have been learned 
in all that was required to form an elegant and accomplished 
gentleman of the last century, and he was about proceed- 
ing to Vienna, to assume his duties as colonel in a regiment 
of the Austrian Imperial Guards. He had received the ap- 
pointment of aide-de-camp to General Von Lilien, then com- 
manding the army in Brabant, at the commencement of the 
campaign against revolutionary France. But in March, 1792, 
Leopold, Emperor of Germany, died, — as his friends sup- 
posed, of poison administered by an agent of the secret order 
of Illuminati, — and the king of Sweden was assassinated by 
Anckarstrom. These two catastrophes struck terror into the 
royal and noble families of Europe, who, after the horrible 
events of the French Revolution, might be pardoned the sus- 
picion that the Jacobins were entering in disguise the service 
of their enemies, to play more conveniently the part of assas- 
sins. In consequence of these events, strict orders were issued 
by the Austrian and Prussian governments, disqualifying all 
foreigners from holding military commissions. Therefore, 
young Gallitzin was excluded. Russia not then taking any 
part in the war against France, no occasion appeared for him 
to pursue the profession of arms. As was customary with 
persons of his age and rank, a few years of foreign travel 
were required to complete the cycle of accomplishments. 
But Europe was convulsed with war, and the state of the 
whole continent prevented his parents from exposing him to 
the dangers incident upon the grand tour. At that period the 
patriotism of Washington, and the learning of Franklin, had 
turned the eyes of the Old World towards the New ; and 
'Prince Gallitzin, that his son might not be deprived of that 
necessary adjunct of a liberal education, the observation of 

* Instances of his agility in athletic exercises are still related by the hardy 
mountaineers, and many remember seeing him stand by the side of a horse, pnt his 
hand on his withers, and spring over him, and then, changing hands, immediately 
repeat the operation. 
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foreign manners and customs, proposed that he should travel 
two years in North and South America. 

When the young traveller parted with the Prince of 
Orange, his early friend, with the fervent feelings of youth, 
in view of the multiform dangers which threatened them, 
they vowed to each other eternal friendship. It was stipu- 
lated, that, in the event of either being in peril or difficulty, 
the other would make all possible efforts for his safety and 
protection, — a promise well remembered, and faithfully kept 
by the Prince in after years, when be became king of Hol- 
land. Deme!rius Gallitzin was ; ccompanied to this coun- 
try by a travelling tutor, a young and zealous German mis- 
sionary. This priest appears to have taken advantage of his 
situation, during the voyage, to turn the heart of his charge 
towards the life of a devotee. The young and enthusiastic 
mind of his pupil was influenced by the example of St. Fran- 
cis Xavier, frequently presented for his admiration, accompa- 
nied with that most appropriate lesson for the dignitaries of 
the earth : " What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul ? " 

In company with his tutor, he reached the United States in 
the autumn of 1792. Here let us pause for a moment to con- 
template this young man, possessed of all the advantages of 
elegant and profound learning, his manners polished and re- 
fined by a residence at the most voluptuous European courts, 
with a form commanding and dignified, a face handsome and 
expressive, and a charm of address and powers of conversa- 
tion to which none were insensible. Add to all these per- 
sonal gifts high titles and immense wealth, and we seem to 
see one upon whom fortune has lavished every favor, leaving 
nothing for the heart to desire. Yet in his ears the Master 
said : " One thing thou lackest ; go thy way, sell whatsoever 
thou hast, and give to the poor, and come and follow me." 
Unlike the rich man of the Gospel, he obeyed the summons. 
He believed himself called to the ecclesiastical state, and the 
contemplation of the toils and privations of that vocation, 
and the remembrance of the friends and home he was for- 
saking, had no power to prevent him from enlisting under the 
banner of the world's Redeemer. 



356 PRINCE gallitzin. [April, 

He accordingly applied, soon after landing in Baltimore, 
for admission into the Theological Seminary, then recently 
founded there by the Sulpicians, and entered upon his duties, 
November 5th, 1792. After taking this step, he wrote to a 
friend in Germany, begging him to dispose his mother to look 
favorably towards this change in his prospects, adding that he 
had sacrified himself with all he possessed to the service of 
God and the salvation of his brethren in America, where the 
harvest was so great and the laborers so few. The Princess 
was quite unprepared for the accounts thus received of her 
son's choice, and wrote to the Superiors of the Seminary, to 
express her doubts and fears respecting his vocation ; but she 
received for answer the assurance of the Abbe Nagot and the 
Bishop, that they had never presented at the altar a candidate 
for holy orders about whose devotion they felt so certain. 
He therefore received ordination from the hands of Bishop 
Carroll, on the 18th of March, 1795, and was the second 
Romish priest ordained in the United States, and the first 
who received all the orders in this country. 

So charmed was he with the religious atmosphere of the 
Seminary of St. Sulpice, that he desired to spend there the 
remainder of his days, and he actually became a member 
of the Order. The Bishop, however, soon found it necessary 
to detail the young priest upon missionary duties, in which 
he proved himself so efficient, that he was kept constantly 
thus employed. These duties appearing to Father Gallitzin 
incompatible with those of a Sulpician, he ceased to consider 
himself one. The first mission assigned him was at Cone- 
wago, where there already existed a flourishing congregation. 
This was one of the only three Romish places of worship in 
the interior of Pennsylvania. These had been founded by a 
legacy from a British Romanist, Sir John James. His will 
was contested by his relatives ; but the secret of the trusts 
invested in the French funds was preserved by the priests, 
and the sum of a hundred pounds sterling was annually de- 
voted to the American mission in Pennsylvania. From Cone- 
wago, Father Gallitzin went to different towns and stations 
in the three States of Maryland, Virginia, and Pennsylvania, 
including Taneytown, Pipe Creek, Hagerstown, Cumberland, 
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Martinsburg, Chambersburg, Winchester, Path and Shade 
Valleys, Huntingdon, and that vast and then unexplored 
region, the Alleghany Mountains. His labors over this ex- 
tended missionary field were arduous in the extreme ; for 
he never spared himself or shunned any sacrifice when there 
offered the opportunity of gathering a single soul into the fold 
of his church. Experience, however, soon convinced him that 
he must select some portion of this great vineyard for special 
cultivation, some point where he could form a colony, to 
serve as a fulcrum for the Archimedean lever of his opera- 
tions. He' accordingly, with true apostolic devotion, chose 
the bleak and uncultivated region of the Alleghanies, in 
Pennsylvania, just then beginning to attract the attention of 
settlers. In 1799 he selected for his permanent residence one 
of the highest sites on the western side of the mountains, 
about two hundred and fifty miles from Philadelphia. Here 
he built with logs from the forest a rude church, twenty-five 
feet by thirty, which was sufficiently large to accommodate 
the ten or twelve Romanist families scattered over the moun- 
tains. With one solitary exception, thera was previously 
neither priest, church, nor religious establishment of that 
faith, from Lake Erie to Conewago, from the Susque- 
hanna to the Potomac, and one may judge of the labors and 
privations Father Gallitzin must have endured in travelling 
through this wilderness to carry the consolations of religion 
to the widely remote stations where some few of his com- 
munion resided. During these long missionary excursions, 
the bare floor was frequently his bed, the saddle his pillow, 
and the coarsest food his fare. 

In founding a colony on the site he had chosen, it was ne- 
cessary for him to purchase large tracts of land, and subdivide 
them into small farms, in order to induce emigrants to flock 
thither. Selling these allotments at the nominal price of four 
dollars an acre, but oftener giving them away, he erected grist- 
mills, saw-mills, and other facilities of subsistence which were 
not then to be found in that region, whose settlers had been 
wont to travel thirty or forty miles to grind their bread-stuffs, 
and to procure the necessaries of life. He contracted a very 
large debt, relying upon his patrimony for the means of pay- 
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ing it. The town thus founded he named Loretto, in honor 
of the Virgin Mary, whose humble house, believed by the 
faithful to have been transported from Palestine to that city 
of the Adriatic, is saluted by the returning sailor with the 
sweet hymn, " Ave, maris stella." 

In March, 1803, while the young missionary of the Alle- 
ghanies was busily carrying out his benevolent plans, his 
father died at Brunswick, still clinging to his atheistical no- 
tions, and embittering the existence of his wife, by reproach- 
ing her with the loss of their only son, who had exchanged 
the soft raiment of kings' palaces for the girdle of camel's hair 
and the locusts and wild honey of the wilderness. 

The news of Prince Gallitzin's death reached his son, 
accompanied by the urgent solicitation of his mother and 
friends that he would sail immediately for Russia, with the 
proper evidences of his identity, and claim the family estates 
as the legal heir and successor. They held before him the 
immense benefit which the possession of such wealth would 
enable him to confer upon his needy colony. The Prin- 
cess wrote to the Abbe" Nagot and Bishop Carroll, urging 
the same arguments, upon which they advised his re- 
turn. 

But Father Gallitzin felt that, if he went home, it would be 
like turning back after putting his hand to the plough, and he 
stated to the Bishop that he had " caused a great number of 
Catholic families to settle in a wild and uncultivated region, 
where they formed a parish of considerable size ; that the 
legislature had proposed to establish there a county seat, and 
that numbers still continued to flock thither." As the Bishop 
was not able to send any other priest to take his place, he 
was convinced that the shepherd should remain with his 
flock. The zealous missionary wrote to his mother, that, 
whatever he might gain by the voyage in a temporal point of 
view, could not, in his estimation, be compared with the loss 
of a single soul that might be occasioned by his absence. At 
the earnest entreaty of his mother, he appointed Baron de 
Fiirstenberg, prime minister and vicar-general to the Elector 
of Cologne, and the Imperial Counts Frederick Leopold de 
Stolberg and Clemens Augustus Mervelt, his agents for the 
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recovery of his lawful patrimony, and in 1808 he received the 
following report from them regarding it. 

" The question concerning your claim and that of the Princess, your 
sister, to your father's property in Russia, is so determined by the Sen- 
ate at St. Petersburg, that you, dearest Prince, in consequence of hav- 
ing embraced the Catholic faith and clerical profession, cannot be ad- 
mitted to the possessions of your deceased father, and therefore your 
sister, the Princess, is to be considered sole heiress to the said estate, 
and is to be put in possession of the same. The Council of State has 
given the same decision, and the Emperor has sanctioned it, so that the 
sentence has now received the force of law. The Princess, your sister, 
has, by the laws of Russia, perfect control over the income, but cannot 
give the property away, or dispose of it by will. However, she is at 
liberty to sell it, and dispose of the moneys arising from the sale. You 
see, then, dearest Prince, that you are only nominally excluded. Your 
dear and respected mother often thought it possible, and even probable, 
that the decision would fall out the way it did, and was wont to say, 
' It is immaterial whether the sentence in Russia be pronounced in 
favor of both my children, or only of my daughter ; my son can lose 
nothing by it,' Even in Russia, the business is considered in the same 
light. We therefore congratulate you on the happy issue of this mat- 
ter, without regarding the killing letter of the law, as in this case the 
spirit of justice and love makes up the loss to you." 

The Princess Anna Maria de Gallitzin, whom the Russian 
courts had declared sole heiress of her father, to the exclusion 
of her brother on account of his religious faith, engaged to 
divide equally with him the revenue of the estates during her 
life, and at her death to leave him all. These promises, 
made in good faith, were subsequently rendered null and void 
by her marriage with the needy German Prince von Salm. 
Principally through the influence of her brother's letters, she 
too had become a Romanist, and the most affectionate feel- 
ing existed between them. She had made her will, and ap- 
prised him that in it she had left him a large sum of money ; 
but on her death-bed, and in the moment of mortal agony, a 
paper purporting to be her last will and testament carefully 
prepared was placed before her, and a strong hand guided 
hers until her name was affixed to this instrument, by which 
all her fortune was left to her husband, the Prince von Salm. 
After the death of his sister, Father Gallitzin was informed 
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of all the particulars of the fraudulent substitution of a new 
will, and offers were made him to use his name and contest it 
at law. As clear proof of the facts could be had, there was 
no doubt that the last will would be declared illegal ; but he 
declined to make any stir in the matter, saying that an in- 
vestigation must injure some one, and he could suffer wrong 
and hardship, but would inflict none. By the death of the 
Princess von Salm, the Russian estates, not having been sold, 
passed to the next male relative, and were inherited by a 
cousin, — that Prince Gallitzin who, as aide-de-camp to the 
Emperor Alexander, entered Paris with the allied armies at 
the downfall of Napoleon. 

"When an acquaintance of Father Galli'zin inquired of him 
if the difference between the Greek and the Roman Church 
was so great as to be impassable, hinting that by such a 
change his estates would be restored to him, he replied, smil- 
ingly : " I deem the difference quite sufficient to keep me 
where I am. In view of the Russian courts, I am legally 
dead. My cousin is the lawful heir; I have reason to believe 
him an excellent man ; but never having been in Russia, I do 
not know him personally. He manifests much regard and 
kindness towards me, as I learn from the Russian Ambassa- 
dor at Washington." 

The Princess Gallitzin died in 1806, before the decision 
of the Russian courts was made known. By her will she left 
the large and valuable collection of Greek and Roman an- 
tiquities made by her husband, and which had become her 
property, to be sold, and the proceeds applied by the Abbe 
Overberg to found religious institutions for the poor, and for 
other charitable objects. The Abbe decided that the colony of 
the Reverend Prince de Gallitzin, on the Alleghanies, met the 
design of the will, and the proceeds of the sale, twenty thou- 
sand dollars, were paid to Prince von Salm, to be forwarded 
to his brother-in-law in America ; but only half that amount 
was sent over, the urgent wants of the German prince absorb- 
ing the balance. 

Father Gallitzin had been encouraged to hope that he 
should receive a large share of his patrimony, and, depending 
upon remittances from home, he had incurred debts for his 
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beloved people. His ardent desire was to rear up a great 
Catholic settlement around the summits of the Alleghany 
Mountains, and for this end, undismayed and undaunted by 
difficulties and embarrassments that would have overpowered 
a weaker mind, he patiently toiled and waited. It is estimated 
that he expended upon these objects about seven hundred and 
fifty thousand francs, or one hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
lars. No portion of this was spent for his own pleasure or 
comfort, as his personal habits were peculiarly plain and sim- 
ple. His food generally consisted of coarse bread and garden 
vegetables, his clothing was of the plainest and roughest 
homespun, and his house was a rude log-cabin, whose door 
was always hospitably open to the poor and the stran- 
ger. To complete his self-abnegation, he dropped the noble 
name of De Gallitzin, and passed among his people as plain 
Mr. Smith, which he chose as sounding somewhat like his 
mother's name of Schmettau, and as a perfectly safe disguise 
to shield him from the inquiries which even in that remote 
corner of the earth pursued the princely missionary. His 
name was entered on the State records as Demetrius Au- 
gustin Smith, when he appeared in court to defend the 
guardianship of a child intrusted to his care, and on a writ of 
ejectment for certain lands. 

At the time when his labors were much embarrassed for 
want of the promised remittances from Europe, the Prince 
of Orange, now by the pacification of Europe become the 
king of Holland, instructed his ambassador at Washington 
to seek out the residence of his early friend. Inquiries were 
set on foot, and after some difficulty the Prince de Gallit- 
zin was discovered in the humble Father Smith of Loretto. 
The king manifested the most friendly disposition towards 
his friend, and offered to do for him anything in his power ; 
but all pecuniary aid was declined. The king, however, hear- 
ing of his need, authorized the envoy to say that he had still 
in his possession certain jewelry belonging to Gallitzin, a 
gold watch-chain, snuff-box, and rings left in his keeping 
when the young traveller departed for this country, for which 
he directed his minister to pay the sum of two thousand dol- 
lars. " I knew well enough," said Father Gallitzin, when re- 
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lating the circumstance, " that it was done through friendship, 
as it was far more than the value of the articles. He thought 
I was poor, and his delicacy found this mode of approaching 
me. I could not refuse to receive it, for our boyish vows of 
friendship and every consideration that could move me were 
invoked." The promises of kings and princes are proverbi- 
ally made to be broken ; but this deserves to be recorded as 
a remarkable instance of faithfulness, still more singular 
when we remember the king of Holland as the defender of 
Protestantism on the continent of Europe, and the Russian 
' prince as the propagandist of the Roman Catholic dogmas in 
America. 

At the time of Father Gallitzin's urgent need of money, he 
accepted a loan of five thousand dollars from the Russian 
ambassador at Washington, for which he gave his bond, ex- 
pecting to be able to return it speedily, but being disap- 
pointed in receiving remittances, he hastened to the capital to 
seek an interview with the ambassador, who invited the mis- 
sionary to dine with him, and asked Henry Clay, then recently 
returned from the court of Holland, and other distinguished 
guests, to meet him. After dinner, when cigars and a candle 
were placed on the table, Father Gallitzin, who sat near his 
host, saw him carefully rolling up a paper for an allumette, 
and involuntarily following his hand as it approached the can- 
dle, discovered his own name, and recognized in the burning 
paper the bond for five thousand dollars. Embracing the first 
opportunity, he spoke to the ambassador upon the subject, 
who declared the matter entirely settled, and would hear no 
more about it. As a pendant to these anecdotes of high life, 
we will add another drawn from humbler walks. When the 
laborers on the Pennsylvania Canal, then in progress, heard 
that the home of Father Smith was to be sold by the sheriff, 
they raised the money and paid the debt. 

In 1837, Father Gallitzin, writing to a friend in Europe, 
who urged him to return and make another effort for the re- 
covery of his estates, says : — 

" I am afraid my journey to Europe must be deferred ad Grcecas 
Kalendas. Being in my sixty-seventh year, burdened moreover with 
the remnant of my debts, reduced from eighteen thousand to about two 
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thousand five hundred, I had better spend my few remaining years, 
if any, in trying to pay off that balance, and preparing for a longer 

journey." 

He considered that a retirement from his post would be 
construed into a desertion of his beloved flock, and would 
appear like a desire to shun the pecuniary responsibility he 
had incurred. Like the Israelites under Moses, his people 
often murmured, and said, " Ye have brought us forth into 
this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with hunger." 

In enumerating the labors of Father Gallitzin in his bleak 
mountain home, we must not neglect to mention that he found 
time to write several religious books, which have become cele- 
brated both in Europe and America. They have been com- 
pared by competent judges to the Exposition of Faith by the 
immortal Bossuet. The occasion which called forth these 
works was a fast-day sermon preached by a Presbyterian 
minister of the neighboring town of Huntingdon. This dis- 
course was said to be a recast of one delivered about the time 
of Braddock's campaign, by William Smith, D. D., an Epis- 
copal clergyman of Philadelphia, and proprietor of the town 
of Huntingdon. In that something was said of " our Papist 
and heathen neighbors," referring to the French and Indians 
who then held Fort Duquesne and the borders of Pennsylva- 
nia. The reproduction of this old sermon appears to have 
been a circumstance peculiarly unfortunate, as the Demo- 
cratic wing of the congregation took offence at some remarks 
against President Madison's administration, and seceded, while 
Father Gallitzin, in behalf of the " Papist and heathen neigh- 
bors," demanded an explanation and retraction. The contro- 
versy was for a time carried on in the local newspapers ; but 
at length the Presbyterian minister published a pamphlet 
against Father Gallitzin and his religion. In reply Father 
Gallitzin issued a book entitled " A Defence of Catholic Prin- 
ciples." It was circulated freely among Protestants, and uni- 
versally considered by far the abler work of the two. The 
humility which led him to say, in one of his prefaces, that he 
was glad that the same God who had made an ass speak had 
enabled his ignorance to say something in favor of the Cath- 
olic cause, induced him to think that it was not the graces of 
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diction and vigor of style which made his work admired, but 
a leaning towards the faith therein defended. He therefore 
published two other volumes, severally called " A Letter to a 
Protestant Friend," and " An Appeal to the Protestant Pub- 
lic." Both of these bear the marks of learning and refine- 
ment, joined with great earnestness of purpose and sincere 
faith in the doctrines set forth. They were extensively read 
by the class to whom they were addressed, and, with the 
knowledge of the heroic devotion of the writer to the cause 
he advocated, it does not seem strange that they should have 
been instrumental in turning many Protestants to a faith 
which had borne such fruits. We must believe that it was 
the lifelong example of the author, and not the principles set 
forth, which produced the effect. 

Though retired from the world, Father Gallitzin took a lively 
interest in the public affairs of his adopted country. During 
the war of 1812, nearly all the members of his congregation 
capable of bearing arms sought the scene of conflict. One 
recreant among their number deserted his post, and, on his 
return home, called upon his pastor, who refused the proffered 
hand, and, assuming a proud and stately attitude befitting 
the born prince, — the spirit of the soldier rising above the 
habit of the priest, — sternly rebuked the deserter with the 
biting sentence : " Leave my presence ; I never shake hands 
with a coward." 

Father Gallitzin, though severe to himself, was kind and 
benevolent to all others, — charitable even to a fault. If what 
he gave was misapplied by the receiver, he would say, " I 
gave it not to him ; I gave it to God." The winter before 
his death was particularly severe. Snow fell to an unusual 
depth, so that not only the poor, but many in comforta- 
ble circumstances, became short of fuel. Hearing of the 
distress on this account, Father Gallitzin sent word for all 
who were in need to come to him, and his scanty stock was 
made common property. In connection with this we may 
mention that he never permitted the introduction of stoves 
into the church. In the coldest days of a mountain winter, 
on one of the bleakest summits of the Alleghany range, he 
officiated without any other warmth than his own zeal ; yet 
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neither he, nor any one of his congregation, was ever heard to 
complain of the cold. He was also much opposed to the use 
of ornaments in the sacred edifice ; and, during his lifetime, 
pews and seats were unknown there, but all knelt or stood 
during the entire service. 

The following account of Father Gallitzin as a preacher 
is given by a Protestant gentleman, who was personally ac- 
quainted with this remarkable man. 

" In turning to the audience, after the services of the altar, he pre- 
sented the appearance of a man in the decline of life, yet not in the 
least enfeebled by age or disease. Though far from robust, his appear- 
ance was still vigorous and elastic. It will be borne in mind that this 
was within a year of his death, when he was nearly seventy years of 
age. He commenced his remarks in a simple and conversational style, 
in remarkably pure English, and in the most familiar terms that could 
be selected to convey his ideas. As he progressed, though you could 
notice no change in his voice or his manner, yet your interest in the 
speaker and in his theme deepened with every sentence. His re- 
marks thrust themselves home to every bosom ; and it seemed as if 
every member of that vast congregation felt himself individuated, and 
addressed in matters concerning himself more nearly than any other 
person. Once or twice in the course of his remarks, he was truly elo- 
quent. Then his form would incline slightly forward, his face become 
flushed, and his eye light up with an almost unearthly brightness. But 
this would be only momentary, and so far from being studied, it 
seemed to be against his better judgment ; and at the end of a sen- 
tence or two the conversational style was resumed. His sermon (if it 
could be called by that name) occupied less than thirty minutes in its 
delivery." 

Father Gallitzin's health was always delicate, and the un- 
remitting labors of Passion Week appear to have occasioned 
the illness which terminated in his death. A life so holy 
was perfected and glorified in its close. Trusting alone in 
the merits of a crucified Saviour, he sank quietly to his rest. 
Self-exiled from his native land, far from the home and tomb 
of his noble kindred, this missionary of the cross died where 
for forty-one long years, he had lived and toiled and suffered. 
Directly in front of the church is the monument erected to his 
memory, where his mortal remains repose. The traveller, as 
he stands on this elevated point of land, looks down upon 
31* 
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the wide expanse of country over which the feet of this man 
of God so often trod to visit his widely scattered flock, through 
drifting snow or summer's scorching heat. Commencing with 
only twelve families, he left six thousand souls to mourn his 
departure. The memorial which they erected to their beloved 
pastor is a handsome stone cenotaph, approached by a flight 
of broad steps. But its solidity and beauty are impaired by 
the large wooden coffin and cross, colored in imitation of 
stone, which crown the pile. On two sides slabs of white 
marble are inserted (already cracked by the severity of the 
cold). One of these bears the following inscription : — 

" Sacrum memoriae Dem. A. e Principibus Gallitzin Nat. xxn. 
Dec. A. D. 1770, in sacerdotium erectus, et sacro ministerio per tot, 
annos perfunctus, fide, zelo, caritate insignis. Hie obiit die vi. Maite, 
A. D. MDCCCXL. R. I. P." 

On the other slab are cut these words : — 

" Sacred to the memory of Demetrius A. Gallitzin, of the noble 
Russian family of that name ; born at the Hague Dec. 22d, 1770 ; died 
here May 6th, 1840. He was pastor of this congregation one and forty 
years. A loving flock, reaping the fruits of his all-sacrificing zeal, 
erected this monument as a tribute of respect to his virtues, and a 
memorial of their gratitude, A. D. 1847." 

In person Father Gallitzin was about five feet eleven inches 
in height, and well proportioned. His face was handsome, 
manly, with a marked expression of firmness and courage. 
He who once saw the peculiar expression of his lustrous eye 
could never forget it. Singularly affable and gentle in his 
manners, he yet inspired all who approached him with re- 
spect. He seldom mentioned his antecedents, save' to inti- 
mate friends, and nothing annoyed him more than to be 
spoken of as anything beyond plain Father Smith, the pastor 
of the Alleghanies. He was several times offered a bishop- 
ric, and the see of Pittsburg was pressed upon his accept- 
ance ; but as he had resigned all temporal power and prefer- 
ment, so did he shrink from receiving spiritual honors, wish- 
ing for nothing beyond the care of the humble colony he had 
planted in the wilderness. 

It seems a little singular that no extended memoir has been 
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written of a man who has made so decided a mark upon the 
region where he dwelt. Though he was universally spoken 
of with praise, by persons of every rank and sect, yet the 
eulogy whose title stands at the head of this article, and a few 
slight notices in magazines and newspapers, are the only pub- 
lished records vouchsafed by a Church generally too ready 
to canonize new saints, in honor of this ardent confessor and 
convert to her faith. The writer of these pages has had 
much difficulty in collecting from different sources, and ar- 
ranging connectedly, even this brief sketch of his truly apos- 
tolic life and virtues. The name of Gallitzin, so honorably 
borne and humbly renounced by one who united the seem- 
ingly incongruous titles of Prince, Priest, and Pioneer, has 
been given to a village at the western terminus of the tunnel 
which connects, through the great barrier of Nature, the East 
with the West. Emerging from among the foundations of the 
everlasting hills, the traveller on the Pennsylvania Railroad, 
as the light of day once more greets his eyes, will hear the 
conductor's call of Gallitzin, and know that on the summit of 
the mountain, through whose bosom he has just passed, lived, 
unknown to fame, one born and educated in the enervating 
atmosphere of courts, but who gave up his earthly inheritance 
to lead a life of toil amid these rude forests, hoping for an 
eternal reward in that crown of glory which fadeth not away. 



Art. V. — Nature and the Supernatural, as tog-ether constituting- 
the One System of God. By Horace Bushnell. New 
York : Charles Scribner. 1858. 12mo. pp. 528. 

This is a book of decided mark, rich in thought, bold in 
diction, and in aim and purpose true and earnest. It treats 
the highest and most sacred of subjects with the reverence of 
a genuine disciple, kindling his heart at the altar of the living 
God, and schooling his thoughts by the discipline of patient 
study. It has, throughout, the vividness and glowing in- 
spiration of genius. Its style is fresh and racy ; sometimes, 



